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Sikhism and Human Rights

Human Rights are the foundation of Sikhism. Sikhism came into existence during the babaric reign of the Moghul empire in the 15th Century. The founder of the Sikh religion was Guru Nanak who was born in 1469. He preached a message of love and understanding and criticized the blind rituals and violations of human freedom and rights by the Hindus and Muslims.

The fundamental Sikh tenet is that the formless Creator, the Supreme Soul, resides in every individual. We are all is the manifestations of the Absolute One. There is no non-believer; each human being is entitled to equal respect and equal dignity no matter what the person's gender, religion, age, faith, belief or station in life may be. Social divisions, which classify a person as superior or inferior to the other based on birth, stifle socio-economic growth
Sikh Scriptures condemn the malaise of intolerance. The Sikh Gurus vehemently advocated the right of free speech and free choice of faith and defended human rights. No price is too much to pay to protect these values.


Recognize the Lord's Light within all, and do not consider social class or status; there are no classes or castes in the world hereafter. (Guru Nanak, Asa 349)

True valiant is he
Who fights for the oppressed
And though battered into bits
Abandons not the battlefield 
(Rag Maru, pg 1105)
Sikhism- Foundation for civilised Society

What Sikhism preached 500 years ago, the World is just waking up to today:-

Human Rights 

Equality of Humanity

Equality of  Gender

Freedom to worship

Human Diginity

Defending the oppressed

Standing up to tranny and oppression
· All Humanity is ONE 

· All Humaity is equal

· Women are equal to men

· Compassion, feeling and sharing somebody else's pain and predicament, is the essence of Sikh belief.

· The underlying forces which infringe on human rights and human dignity are lust, wrath, greed, worldly attachment (Maya) and ego. Sikhism is about controlling
these within us all.

· Sikhism is about taking responsibity for ones own actions

· Sikhism fights for the Rights of oppressed, of every faith

Reference:

http://www.faithfreedom.org/
http://www.gurbani.org
http://www.answering-islam.org.uk
http://thequran.com/ir/
http://www.faithfreedom.org/slave_girls.htm
http://160.94.193.60/community-faith/sikh1.htm
http://www.secularislam.org/humanrights/
compatible.htm
http://www.sikhnet.com
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Hindu Caste System:

The Hindu caste system has been used to control society resulting is great violation of Human rights, up to this day.

According to the Hindu religion, society should be divided into four broad classes called varnas. A person takes on the same varna that his or her parents had. He or she had it from birth to death — there was no way to change it. Hindus did not question the varna system. The Hindu caste system is ordered hierarchically, with Brahmins at the top and Sudras at the bottom. Untouchables, also known as Harijans or Dalits, fall outside of the caste system all together.
Islam and Human Rights
All the Islamic countries have signed the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights; despite that gross violations of human rights happen in almost all of them. The reason is – the laws of Quran and Sharia take precedence over the human rights whenever they are in conflict. 

Islam is based on intolerance and hatered for others. Islam does is not based on Compassion, but compulson and enforcement.

You are in violation of the laws of Quran and Sharia if you apostatise. Apostasy (leaving Islam) is the biggest sin that Allah cannot forgive. If you decide to turn your back to Islam, you must be killed. The prophet himself killed those who rejected him after they had accepted him and there are many verses in Quran from which the Islamic governments can get their guidelines in killing the apostates. (Q.  2:39,,  3:90-91, 4:89

 HYPERLINK "http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/quran/009.qmt.html" \l "009.066"  , 9:66)   

If you apostatize your marriage with your wife is annulled and your relationship with her is adulterous. This means not only that you should be killed for heresy, your wife also should be stoned to death for adultery. If you are a woman you cannot marry a non-Muslim, or both of you could face death.   

Islam does not tolerate any other religion.

Q 4:89

 HYPERLINK "http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/quran/009.qmt.html" \l "009.066"  They long that ye should disbelieve even as they disbelieve, that ye may be upon a level (with them). So choose not friends from them till they forsake their homes in the way of Allah; if they turn back (to enmity) then take them and kill them wherever ye find them, and choose no friend nor helper from among them,”  

Q 5:33, The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger, and strive with might and main for mischief through the land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the cutting off of hands and feet from opposite sides, or exile from the land: that is their disgrace in this world, and a heavy punishment is theirs in the Hereafter;

Q 2:191, And slay them wherever ye catch them 

Slavery in Islam

Slavery is probably the keystone of Human Rights violation. Among religions it is only Islam that legalized slavery so evidently and clearly. 

And those who guard their chastity (i.e. private parts from illegal sexual acts). Except with their wives and the (women slaves and captives) whom their right hand possess,--for (then) they are not to be blamed.” Surah 70:29-30
If you cause abortion by hitting the mother, one of the ways is “Diyat”, (the price of killing, must be approved by authority) which is payment with slaves (Hadis# 2630, 2631 of  Sahi Bokhari)

Based on the passage (below) in the Quran, which makes it legal for Muslim males to keep female prisoners of war as slaves ("whom thy right hand possess") and rape them.  

“It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty attracts you, except those (captives or slaves) whom your right hand possesses. And Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things.” Surah 33:52 

Tafsir of this ayat take from Mawdudi’s The Meaning of the Qur’an : “This verse explains why one is permitted to have conjugal relations with one’s slave-girls besides the wedded wives, and there is no restriction on their number. The same thing has also been stated in Surah An-Nisa:3; Al-Mu’minun:6; and Al-Ma’arij:30 

Women and Islam

Sura an-Nisa' 4:34 ...As to those women On whose part ye fear Disloyalty and ill-conduct Admonish them, refuse to share their beds and beat them; But if they return to obedience, seek not against them Means (of annoyance): For God is Most High, Great (above you all).

Narrated Usama bin Zaid: The Prophet said, "After me I have not left any affliction more harmful to men than women."

There are numerous references in the Qur’an and the hadith against the rights and diginity of women. 

_905063994.doc
�����������




